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Abstract: In modern English language education, the development of strategic 

competence has become an essential component of effective spoken communication. 

Strategic competence enables learners to overcome linguistic limitations through the 

use of compensatory strategies such as paraphrasing, circumlocution, fillers, and non-

verbal cues. This thesis explores the integration of web-based resources as an effective 

means of fostering strategic competence in English speaking. The study examines how 

digital tools, including online discussion platforms, video-based materials, and 

interactive speaking applications, create authentic communicative environments that 

encourage spontaneous speech and strategic language use. The research is based on 

theoretical analysis and practical implementation in English language classrooms. The 

findings indicate that systematic use of web-based resources enhances students’ 

communicative confidence, fluency, and ability to maintain interaction despite 

vocabulary and grammatical gaps. The study concludes that integrating web-based 

resources into speaking instruction significantly contributes to the development of 

learners’ strategic competence and overall communicative effectiveness in English. 

Keywords: strategic competence, English speaking, web-based resources, 

communicative strategies, digital language learning 

Introduction: In today’s globalized and digitally connected world, proficiency in 

English has become a critical skill for academic, professional, and social 

communication. While traditional language instruction emphasizes grammar and 

vocabulary acquisition, successful communication relies heavily on learners’ ability to 

use strategic competence—particularly speech compensation—to overcome linguistic 

gaps during oral interactions. Speech compensation involves the use of strategies such 

as paraphrasing, circumlocution, fillers, and non-verbal cues to maintain the flow of 

communication when learners encounter lexical or structural limitations. 
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Recent advancements in educational technology have created new opportunities 

for developing learners’ strategic competence. Web-based resources, including 

interactive platforms, online discussion forums, video materials, and virtual 

collaboration tools, provide authentic communicative contexts that encourage learners 

to apply compensatory strategies in real-time. These resources not only enhance oral 

fluency and confidence but also promote learner autonomy and active engagement, 

which are essential for effective language learning. 

Despite the growing availability of web-based tools, many English language 

teaching practices still rely heavily on traditional classroom methods, which often fail 

to provide sufficient opportunities for spontaneous speaking and strategic problem-

solving. Therefore, there is a pressing need to develop a structured methodology that 

integrates web-based resources into English speaking instruction to systematically 

foster learners’ strategic competence. 

This thesis aims to address this gap by investigating the role of web-based 

resources in enhancing students’ speech compensation skills and proposing a 

methodological framework for their effective integration into EFL classrooms. The 

research seeks to provide both theoretical insights and practical recommendations for 

teachers and curriculum designers to improve learners’ communicative effectiveness in 

English. 

Results and Discussion 

The study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of integrating web-based 

resources to foster strategic competence in English speaking among undergraduate EFL 

learners. Data were collected through pre- and post-tests, classroom observations, 

audio-video recordings, and student questionnaires. 

Results 

1. Pre- and Post-Test Performance: Analysis of the pre-test results indicated that 

most students exhibited moderate speaking proficiency but relied heavily on 

memorized phrases and struggled to maintain communication when facing lexical or 

grammatical gaps. The post-test results showed a significant improvement in the 

experimental group that used web-based resources. Key indicators of improvement 

included: 
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 Use of Compensatory Strategies: Students effectively employed paraphrasing, 

circumlocution, fillers, and discourse markers. 

 Fluency: Pauses and hesitations decreased, and speech became more continuous 

and coherent. 

 Confidence and Communicative Effectiveness: Students demonstrated greater 

self-assurance in expressing ideas and participating in online discussions. 

In contrast, the control group, which followed traditional classroom-based 

speaking activities, showed only minor improvement in fluency and compensatory 

strategy use. 

2. Observational and Qualitative Findings: Classroom observations and video 

recordings revealed that web-based tasks encouraged spontaneous oral communication. 

Activities such as online role-plays, virtual discussions, and interactive speaking 

exercises prompted students to find alternative ways to convey meaning, demonstrating 

higher levels of strategic competence. 

3. Student Feedback: Questionnaires indicated positive student perceptions of 

web-based speaking tasks. Learners reported that digital tools provided authentic 

communication contexts, increased motivation, and reduced anxiety, allowing them to 

experiment with new linguistic strategies. 

Discussion 

The findings confirm that web-based resources can effectively enhance strategic 

competence in English speaking. The integration of interactive digital materials 

provides opportunities for learners to practice compensatory strategies in authentic 

communicative contexts, which traditional methods often lack. 

The study also supports previous research highlighting the importance of 

technology in language learning (Canale & Swain, 1980; Warschauer, 2010). Web-

based environments promote learner autonomy, encourage experimentation with 

language, and facilitate reflective learning through recorded speaking tasks and peer 

feedback. 

Overall, the results demonstrate that a structured methodology integrating web-

based resources into speaking instruction fosters the development of speech 

compensation skills, improves oral fluency, and enhances communicative confidence 

in EFL learners. 
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Conclusion: The present study has demonstrated that the systematic integration 

of web-based resources is an effective approach to fostering strategic competence in 

English speaking. The findings confirm that digital learning environments provide 

learners with meaningful opportunities to develop speech compensation skills, enabling 

them to overcome linguistic limitations and maintain effective communication in real-

time interactions. 

The results indicate that students who engaged in web-based speaking activities 

showed significant improvement in fluency, confidence, and the use of compensatory 

strategies such as paraphrasing, circumlocution, and discourse markers. Compared to 

traditional classroom instruction, web-based instruction created more authentic 

communicative contexts and encouraged active learner participation and autonomy. 

Furthermore, the proposed methodological framework proved effective in 

enhancing students’ communicative effectiveness by combining awareness-raising, 

interactive practice, and reflective feedback. This approach supports the development 

of strategic competence as a key component of overall communicative competence in 

English. 

In conclusion, integrating web-based resources into English language teaching 

offers substantial pedagogical benefits and aligns with the demands of modern digital 

education. The findings of this study may serve as practical guidance for English 

teachers and curriculum developers seeking to improve learners’ speaking skills. Future 

research is recommended to explore the application of this methodology across 

different proficiency levels and educational settings, as well as to examine the impact 

of specific digital tools on individual compensatory strategies. 
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